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TECTONIC SUMMARY

Located atop three of the large tectonic plates, Mexico is one of the world's most seismologically active regions. The
relative motion of these crustal plates causes frequent earthquakes and occasional volcanic eruptions.

Most of the Mexican landmass is on the westward moving North America plate. The Pacific Ocean floor south of
Mexico is being carried northeastward by the underlying Cocos plate. Because oceanic crust is relatively dense,
when the Pacific Ocean floor encounters the lighter continental crust of the Mexican landmass, the ocean floor is
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