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1850–1966 earthquakes from Bakun, W.H., 1999, Seismic Activity of the San Francisco Bay Region: 
Bulletin Seismological Society of America, v. 89, p. 764–784 and 1967–2014 earthquakes from the Northern California Seismic Network.

Timeline of magnitude 5.5 and greater earthquakes in the 
San Francisco Bay region 1850–2014. In the 50 years prior to 
1906, there were 13  earthquakes with a magnitude between 
6 and 7, but only 6 earthquakes of similar magnitude in 
the 110 years since 1906. The rate of large earthquakes is 
expected to increase from this low level as tectonic plate 
movements continue to increase the stress on the faults in 
the region. 

San Francisco Bay Region Earthquake Timeline

Likelihood of at least one earthquake greater than a given 
magnitude in the San Francisco Bay region between 2014 
and 2043.

Magnitude 
(M)

30-year likelihood of at least one earthquake 
in the San Francisco Bay region

M ≥ 6.0 98 percent
M ≥ 6.7 72 percent
M ≥ 7.0 51 percent
M ≥ 7.5 20 percent




